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Year-Round School  

by Chance T., Imperial, NE 
 
 
     Summer break is awesome, but after a couple 
months, it’s always time for school again. You walk 
into trigonometry that first day and hear, “Pop quiz! 
Let’s see what you know.” Then you realize that 
over the summer you have forgotten everything from 
the previous year. Why should we have to relearn 
material because of a long summer break? This is 
why we should have school year-round. 
 
One argument against this idea is that you wouldn’t 
get to take long trips. True, you might not get to take 
one for more than three weeks, but who does? 
Usually a vacation is a week or so. If you were really 
looking forward to that long trip, why not take three 
(of even four) short trips, one during each break? 
You would see more places that way.  
 
Now, I know some of you think this isn’t going to 
make school any better, but Elisabeth Palmer, project 
director at the Center for Applied Research (author 
of Year-Round Education) said, “The net results 
indicated that after one year of experiencing a 60-15 
calendar [60 days of school and 15 of vacation], 
students felt more positively about year-round 
education.” She also said her studies indicate that 
“53 percent favored year-round education during the 
summer before implementation, while 79 percent 
favored it at the end of the first year.” 
 
Another possible argument against year-round 
school is that students would have fewer days of 
learning because just when they would be getting 
into things, a break would come. I can see this point 
because we would be having one right in the middle 
of our current school schedule. But the actual 
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learning time would increase. After breaks, the 
students would be refreshed and ready to listen 
better. Also, students won’t have to relearn what 
they forget over the summer since they would only 
be out of school for three weeks at a time. When 
they return after these short breaks, they would be 
ready to pick up where they left off.  
 
Donald Beggs, an assistant professor at Southern 
Illinois University, researched summer learning and 
“confirmed statistically what every teacher knew 
intuitively. This is that basic skills must be reviewed 
for as long as one month each September before the 
teacher moved onto new curricular ground.” John 
Theodore Stenvall, Ph.D. has studied numerous year-
round schools and came to this conclusion: “The first 
year of longitudinal study, 2000, showed that there 
was greater progress in schools with certain year-
round calendars than in those on traditional 
calendars.” He also said, “Schools on balanced 
calendars (single track) outperformed gains recorded 
for traditional calendar schools at all levels.”  
 
I feel that year-round schooling would benefit 
students. I think that with it you could actually have 
more vacations. Also, students would learn more 
because they wouldn’t have to relearn information 
after long breaks. 
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